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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT SIGNS 42ND AMENDMENT BILL INTO EFFECT 

1 . WITH 16 STATES HAVING RATIFIED THE 42ND AMENDMENT BILL PASSED 
INTO LAW IN NOVEMBER (NEW DELHI 16515), THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
REQUIREMENT THAT MORE THAN HALF THE STATES RATIFY AN AMENDMENT 
HAS BEEN MET AND THE PRESIDENT SIGNED THE AMENDMENT INTO EFFECT 
ON DECEMBER 18. 

2. KASHMIR IS ONE OF THE STATES WHICH HAS NOT YET RATIFIED THE 
AMENDMENT. HOWEVER, AND UNDER THE SPECIAL TERMS OF THE 
CONSTITUTION PERTAINING TO JAMMU AND KASHMIR, THE AMENDMENT WILL 
NOT BE IN EFFECT FOR STATE UNTIL IT IS FORMALLY RATIFIED BY THE 
STATE LEGISLATURE AND THE PRESIDENT ISSUES A SPECIAL ORDER WITH 
THE CONCURRENCE OF THE GOVT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR. BECAUSE THE 
STATE HAS ITS OWN CONSTITUTION, THE J&K LEGISLATURE WILL ALSO HAVE 
TO INCORPORATE THE 42ND AMENDMENT CHANGES IN THE J&K CONSTITUTION. 
WE HAVE HEARD THAT SHEIKH ABDULLAH HAS EXPRESSED HIS RELUCTANCE 

TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENT, PERHAPS BECAUSE OF THE PROVISION ALLOWING 
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THE GOI TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY IN INDIVIDUAL STATES. 
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